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Split end Ricky Simmons (left) and wingback Irving Fryar celebrate in the end zone at the Orange 
Bowl after the Huskers scored a touchdown with 48 seconds remaining. An ensuing two-point 
conversion attempt failed, however, and Nebraska fell to the Miami Hurricanes, 31-30. 
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Front: Defensive tackle Rob Stuckey celebrates the Huskers’ 28-21 win over Oklahoma in Norman, Okla. 
The win capped ari undefeated regular season for Nebraska and clinched a third straight undisputed Big 
Eight title. Inside Front: Fullback Mark Schellen crosses the goal line for NU’s final touchdown in the 
win against the Sooners. Inside Back: Nebraska’s triplets — Turner Gill, Irving Fryar and Mike Rozier 
—demonstrate their offensive power in action at Memorial Stadium. Back: Quarterback Turner Gill 
confers with Coach Tom Osborne along the sidelines. Daily Nebraskan photos by John Zoz and Craig 
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A team to remember ———= 
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Golden chan 
Cetan: s 


” 


All that glitters is not golden. 

It was at the 50th anniversary of 
the Orange Bowl that the magic of 
the 1983 Nebraska Cornhuskers 
met the stroke of midnight. 


ce gone but Huskers siill shine 


Thisistheteam that carried the 
No. 1 ranking from start to finish 
of the regular season while rol- 
ling over opponents in basketball- 
like fashion, averaging more than 


Nebraska finished two points 50 points per game. 
shy of a perfect season and 4 This is the Big Eight Champion 
nationalchampionshipwhenatwo- that laid sole claim to a third 


point conversion attempt failed, 
giving the Miami Hurricanes a 31- 
30 Orange Bowl victory. The Hur- 
ricanes tarnished Nebraska’s 
dream season, but for many fans, 
the glitter of the 1983 Huskers 
still shines. 

This is the team that was the 
beginning and the end. Nebraska 
ushered in the 1983 collegiate 
football season with a Kickoff 
Classic victory against Penn State 
then closed it with the dishear- 
tening loss to Miami in the final 
bowl game. 


straight conference crown with a 
28-21 victory in unfriendly Sooner 
territory. 


This is the team that won the | 


triple crown — the Heisman, the 
Lombardi and the Outland. This 
is the Scoring Explosion and the 
team that gave Tom Osborne his 
100th career coaching win. 


This is the team that some touted 
as the best ever to play football. 
Miami may have dispelled that 
thought. Still, this is a team to be 
remembered. 


Aug. 29 Nebraska 44 Penn State 6 
* Sept. 10 Nebraska 56 Wyoming 20 
Sept. 17 Nebraska 84 Minnesota 13 
* Sept. 24 Nebraska 42 UCLA 10 
* Oct. 1 Nebraska 63 Syracuse 7 
Oct. 8 Nebraska 14 Oklahoma State 10 
Oct. 15 Nebraska 34 Missouri 13 
* Oct. 22 Nebraska 69 Colorado 19 
Oct. 29 Nebraska 51 Kansas State 25 
* Nov. 5 Nebraska 72 Iowa State 29 
* Nov. 12 Nebraska 67 Kansas 13 
Nov. 26 Nebraska 28 Oklahoma 21 
Craig Andresen/Dally Nebraskan Jan. 2 Miami 31 Nebraska 30 


Jim Skow rejoices with Dave Burke (33), Mark Daum (51) and Scott 
Strasburger (90) as the defense tak the ball i 
Seitec tities atm arsiecee, ‘es over the in the Cornhusker’s 


Nebraska’s 198 


* Home games 


3 All-Americans 


Soo 


EBRASKA 


Mike Rozier Irving Fryar Dean Steinkuhler : 


Associated Press Associated Press 
United Press International United Press International United Press International 
Walter Camp Walter Camp Walter Camp 
Kodak Kodak Kodak 
Football Writers Football Writers Football Writers 
Football News Football News ; F New? 
Sporting News Sporting News 5 Sporting News 
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1983 Huskers attract national attention 


By Terry Hyland 
Daily Nebraskan News Editor 


Nebraska football coach Tom Osborne told the 
first Extra Point luncheon of the season that “you 
don’t want to jump on the national championship 
bandwagon too quick.” 

Osborne made that statement on Aug. 31, two 
days after his 1983 Cornhusker football team de- 
molished the Penn State Nittany Lions 44-6 in the 
inaugural Kickoff Classic in East Rutherford, N.J. 

Eleven wins later, with the regular season behind 
him and an avalanche of national publicity covering 
the Big Red in glory, it was clear that Osborne's 
words were not heeded. 

While the 1983 Nebraska Cornhuskers piled up 
numerous team scoring and yardage records in 
1983, they also may have piled up a record number 
of column inches in national and local publications 
and minutes of airtime on television. 

Media attention latched onto the Huskers and did 
not let up throughout the Big Red’s run for the 
championship. 

Nebraska's first taste of national coverage came 
before the Kickoff Classic when both the Associated 
Press and United Press International news services 
tabbed the Huskers as the No. 1 team in the nation. 


AFTER THE PENN STATE GAME, Sports Illus- 
trated featured running back Mike Rozier on the 
cover of its Sept. 5 issue and carried a story on the 
game. 

Local media continued the optimistic coverage of 
the team that had started weeks before the first 
game, with as many as four articles daily on the 
front of the sports section in The Lincoln Star and 
the Omaha World-Herald. 

After cruising to victories over Wyoming, Minne- 
sota, UCLA and Syracuse, Sports Illustrated writer 
Douglas Looney wrote that the win over Syracuse 
“provided further evidence that the Huskers are 
—pause, please, for drum roll — the greatest college 
football team in history.” 

The article in the Oct. 4 issue said that the 1983 
team was better than such legendary teams as Army 
of 1944, Oklahoma of 1956, Texas of 1969 and Pitts- 
burgh of 1977 and praised Mike Rozier as a shoo-in 


Husker honors 


Second-team All-Americans 


Dean Steinkuhler 
Turner Gill 


Third-Team All-American 
Scott Raridon 


Honorable-Mention All-Americans 
Mike Knox 
Bret Clark 


All-Big Eight 
Scott Raridon 
Mike Knox 
Mark Traynowicz 
Bret Clark 


Mike Rozier 
Irving Fryar 
Turner Gill 

Dean Steinkuhler 


Second-Team All-Americans 
_ Bret Clark 
Rob Stuckey 


Academic All-Americans 
Scott Strasburger 
Rob Stuckey 


Nebraska Records 


Lowest career interception percentage — 
2.57 by Turner Gill 

Most consecutive passes without interception — 
125 by Turner Gill 

See Mike Rozier’s records on page 9. 


Team Records 


Rushing yards (season) — 4,820 

Average rushing yards per game — 401.7 
Total offensive yards (season) — 6,560 
Average yards total offense per game — 546.7 
Most points (season) — 624 

Highest average points per game — 52.0 
Consecutive games scored in — 123 


for the Heisman Trophy. 

The following Saturday, the Oklahoma State Cow- 
boys nearly pulled the upset of the year but were 
held off by the Cornhuskers, 14-10. 

While “best ever” discussion became a focal point 
for media coverage, Nebraska continued its winning 
streak by disposing of Missouri, Colorado, Kansas 
State, Iowa State and Kansas. 


THE OKLAHOMA GAME buildup included 
numerous articles on the 1971 “Game of the Cen- 
tury,” in which Nebraska and Oklahoma battled for 
the national championship. Comparisons between 
the 1971 team and the 1983 team also became hot 
items of discussion in the local press. 

After the 28-21 victory over the Sooners in Nor- 
man, Time magazine featured the Huskers in a six- 
page story complete with 11 color photos. The story, 
which appeared in the Dec. 5 issue of the magazine, 
described the phenomenon of Cornhusker football 
in the state and the excitement of a possible cham- 
pionship season. The magazine sold out quickly in 
most parts of Nebraska. 

“Nebraska was going to be the cover story until the 
Russians walked out that week,” said Tom Callahan, 
an associate editor at Time and the author of the 
article. 

Callahan said a cover which included photos of 
Nebraska cheerleaders, Mike Rozier and other images 
of Husker football was changed when Russian dele- 
gates walked out of arms control talks in Geneva, 
Switzerland a few days before the magazine was 
published. The walkout story became the cover 
story because of those developments. 


HE SAID A PAGE of quotes from Husker coaches 
and players also was deleted because of the change. 

Callahan, who spent the week of the Iowa State 
game in Lincoln researching his story, said the uni- 
queness of the Nebraska fan support for the Husker 
football team was the major reason for his story. 
Because Nebraska has only one major school, Calla- 
han said, a “single-minded constituency of support” 
for the football team has developed. This statewide 
support sets Nebraska apart and creates a news- 
worthy topic for a magazine like Time. 

Because Nebraska played an earlier game than 
any other team and “because they were so devastat- 


ing that night” against Penn State in the Kickoff 
Classic, Callahan said national attention was focused 
on the Cornhuskers early and continued to build as 
the team continued to win. 

Post-season awards brought more media atten- 
tion to the team and individual players. Mike Rozier 
won the Heisman Trophy Dec. 3 and was congratu- 
lated by Vice President George Bush at presentation 
ceremonies in New York. Turner Gill finished fourth 
in the Heisman vote. 

Offensive guard Dean Steinkuhler received both 
the Lombardi Trophy and the Outland Trophy, sig- 
nifying the best lineman in the nation. 


ALL-AMERICAN HONORS went to Rozier, wing- 
back Irving Fryar and Steinkuhler and Osborne was 
named Big Eight Coach of the Year by the AP. Fryar 
and Rozier appeared on Bob Hope's Christmas spe- 
cial as part of the Kodak All-American Team. 

Other media coverage about the Cornhuskers 
included articles in the Los Angeles Times, the New 
York Times, The Washington Post, the Miami News 
and the Denver Post. 

Mike Rozier joked with Johnny Carson on NBC- 
TV's “Tonight Show” and other coaches and players 
were featured on NBC’s “Today Show,” ABC-TV’s 
“Nightline,” and CBS-TV's “College Football Today.” A 
feature on Ursula Walsh, the academic counselor 
for the athletic department, was aired on the “Today 
Show.” And Husker games were televised, either 
locally, regionally or nationally, six times during the 
season. 

Media coverage, both locally and nationally, was 
positive for the most part. Several sportswriters 
accused Osborne of running up the score following 
the Minnesota game and the controversy fueled a 
media blitz. The arrest of NU punter Scott Living- 
ston on charges of driving while intoxicated, and his 
release due to a technicality, raised some eyebrows 
and provided a topic for letters to the editor. 

But the amount of coverage directed toward the 
1983 Nebraska football team has not been equaled, 
according to Nebraska Sports Information Director 
Don Bryant. 

“I haven’t seen anything like it,” Bryant told the 
Omaha World-Herald. “And I've been around this 
team for 35 years.” 
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Husker homecoming 


Dignity, integrity, humility, dedication — 
class: it can’t be beat 
These words greeted the Nebraska Cornhuskers as they returned from a dream-shattering 31-30 
loss to Miami. There were few smiles from I-back Jeff Smith or his teammates as they waited 
outside the-Lincoln airport. Nearly 2,000 people gathered to welcome the Huskers home dan. 4. 
Fans came in their red, their white and their business suits singing the Nebraska song and chant- 


ing “Go Big Red.” They carried their message to the Huskers on signs: 


“You're No. 1 with us.” 
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To the beach 


Clockwise from right: Husker fans 
Shalene Roberts and Joan Esre of 
Laurel, Iowa, followed the Nebraska 
team to the beach. Jackie Gleason 
served as grand marshall of the King 
Orange Jamboree Parade. Mickey 
Mouse, Goofy and ‘Winnie the Pooh 
deck the Eastern Airlines float. A 
Nebraska tuba player heads down 
Biscayne Boulevard with the nation’s 
best dressed band. 


Photos by 
Craig Andresen 


By Mona Z. Koppelman 
Daily Nebraskan News Editor 


_Nebraska’s 1983 Cornhuskers may go down in 
history as one of the best collegiate football teams, 
but some players began to sink into anonymity when 
the gates of the Orange Bowl Stadium closed. 

Of 19 Nebraska seniors, only a handful will play 
pro football. The rest will seek futures in fields as 
varied as farming, graduate school, big business or 
“pumming around until the money runs out.” 

For seniors who saw significantly less playing time 
than Mike Rozier, Turner Gill, Irving Fryar and Dean 
Steinkuhler, the Orange Bowl ended careers of dis- 
appointments, successes and personal achievement: 
many hope for pro bids, but few hold any illusions of 
national notoriety. 

“I don’t think I'm good enough for the NFL,” said 
Mike Keeler, Nebraska's left defensive tackle. “I have 
a chance at the USFL. If they could make it worth 
my while, I would go. But I may just give my body a 
break.” 

“Tl probably bum around until my money's gone. 
That’s something I've always wanted to do,” he said. 

“It’s the scouts’ decision, not mine,” said fullback 
Tim Brungardt. “There are lots of leagues.and I'd like 
to play if given the chance. Otherwise, I'll tap into 
the business market.” 


WADE PRAEUNER said he and his wife Natalie 
will farm near his folks’ place in Battle Creek. 

“I think they'll be glad to have me back,” said 
Praeuner, a defensive end. “I'll be glad to be back. I 
don’t belong in the city. Farming’s not always the 
best business to be in, but it’s what I want right now.” 

Middle guard Mike Tranmer said “no more foot- 
ball” after the Orange Bowl. Hesaid he doesn’t think 
he is big enough to play in the USFL. He intends to go 
on to veterinary school after graduating with a 
degree in animal science. 

“I'd like to start putting time into something that 
will affect the rest of my life as far as money is 
concerned,” he said. “I’m glad I was a part of it, but 
I'm glad it’s over.” 

Brad Meuhling, 22, has had acareer rivalling stars 
of any American Express Card commercial. 

“I just want to get lots of pictures so people will 
believe I played football here,” said Meuhling, a 220- 
pound center. “Nobody expected me to make it this 
far, not even my own family. I'm such arunt. I’m not 
asuper athlete. I'll be going to school, working on my 
architectural degree.” 

John Sherlock and Nate Mason have outside 
chances at pro ball. Both have been inactive this 
season because of injuries and in-team competition. 


SHERLOCK WAS INJURED Oct. 1 during an 
insignificant play in the Nebraska-Syracuse game. 
Since then, he has seen relatively little playing time. 
Mark Behning, a junior, replaced Sherlock at left 
tackle. Sitting on the bench since Syracuse may have 
hurt Sherlock's chances at a pro team bid. 

“You need more exposure to get better offers,” he 
said. “They (scouts) want to see you do your thing 
around here.” 

At 6-3, 260 pounds and an impressive weightlift- 
ing record, Sherlock physically meets pro ball stand- 
ards. He said that despite his lack of playing time, he 
would give both the NFL and USFL a shot. 

“Pll try it once, and then get my tail back to 
school,” he said. Sherlock is working on a degree in 
secondary education math. : 

Sherlock said he has spoken with the representa- 
tives of the Philadelphia Stars and other pro teams, 
but “nothing substantial” had yet developed. 

“If I get drafted, that will be great,” he said. “How 
many finance or engineering majors get the chance 
to make $40,000 right out of college? But no matter 
what, I'll be going back to school.” 


NATE MASON, 22-year-old quarterback behind 
Turner Gill, said he has a chance to play at that 
position in the USFL or defensive back in the NFL. 
Mason was the top quarterback last spring while Gill 
played baseball for Nebraska. 

Gill returned in the fall as the Huskers’ No. | field 
general, and Mason was relegated to insignificant 
playing time. But Mason said he has few regrets 
about his football career in Nebraska. 

“Being here helped me become knowledgeable 
about the offense,” Mason said. “That puts me in the 
advantage. Pro ball is a definite possibility. ‘ 

Many seniors know, however, that pro ball is a 
slim chance. For them, the Orange Bowl marked the 
end of careers rich in personal achievement, with- 
out national recognition. But the road to the final 
game Jan. 2 was not a smooth or easy one. 

A year as a redshirt is an experience no player 
appreciates until the end of his career. 

Keeler said the lowest point of his career was 
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being redshirted after his freshman year. 

“At the time, you're nothing but hamburger,” he 
said. “You work all year long and feel like there’s 
little to show for it. But now I know I needed that 
extra year to mature and learn the system. 


“FOOTBALL HITS PEOPLE differently. But 
finally something happens . . . you get a feel for the 
field,” he said. 

Brungardt said a successful redshirt “gets through 
without dissension towards what they're doing.” 

“When you're not playing, it seems like no one 
cares,” he said. “You feel all by yourself, with nothing 
to look forward to.” 

Brungardt was redshirted the last half of his 

sophomore year. He said he didn’t have it as bad as 
others, including Tranmer. Tranmer was redshirted 
in 1980 and played only five downs as a sophomore 
when eligible for play. 
_ “No matter who you are, sometimes you feel like 
quitting,” he said. “I was going against (Dave) Rim- 
ington every day, getting my head bashed in. It was 
darn discouraging. But if I would have quit, I would 
really be kicking myself this year.” 

Tranmer said that starting this year as a senior 
fulfilled everything he ever wanted to do at Nebraska. 
Still a walk-on, Tranmer said the greatest honor he 
had was being voted co-captain by his teammates. 

“I never thought it was possible for someone like 
me to get co-captain,” Tranmer said. “It’s every 
Nebraska boy’s dream to play on this team, I think. 
There's no pro teams here. UNL is it. Way back in 
high school, I never believed my career could end up 
like this.” 


NEBRASKA BOYS may go to NU dreaming of 
Husker stardom, but few understand the demands 
football makes on academic performance. Football 
is a 12-month sport: fall season, winter conditioning, 


“I’m so glad it’s almost over. 
Now I can be a normal stu- 
dent leading a normal life. 
The rewards made it worth- 
while, but it was never easy.” 


— Mike Tranmer 


spring practice, summer workouts. It often takes 
football players five or more years. to graduate 
because of football's encroachment on academic 
time. 

Keeler, a marketing major graduating in May, said 
he was looking forward to the end of his college 
career like a “vacation.” ' 

“I'm looking forward to doing nothing,” Keeler 
said. “The hectic pace of studying and practices all 
year round is unbelievable. 

Muehling said he will be working on his architec- 
ture degree for semesters to come. 

“It’s hard to take as many classes as you can 
without straining yourself,” he said. ‘ 

Sherlock said the biggest disappointment he had 
at UNL was his academic performance. 

“School has been a big learning lesson for me, both 
in football and academics,” he said. “I’m finally get- 
ting straightened out, but I learned the hard way. 
There's been lots of times, especially during spring 
ball, that I wished I didn’t have to lift weights or 
work out. That work's got to get done, but so does 
homework.” 

Brungardt has six hours to go before completing 
his business degree. : 


“FANS DON'T REALIZE what we go through, 
playing major college football,” Brungardt said. 
“They only think about Saturday afternoon. But the 
way we look at it, Saturday is almost the easy part, 
compared to time spent in practice, meetings, work- 
outs, school and homework.” 

Brungardt said what really surprises him is that 
other UNL students can’t see the reality of the hard 
work it takes to be a student and play football, too. 

“You always hear that we're babied, that we have 
Ursula Walsh to carry us through,” he said. “Thank 
God she’s there, or we couldn’t get the classes we 
need. But getting the grades is up to each player.” 


SS oe = 4 

“You get disgusted when you hear that stuff, but 
vouhave to let it go in one ear and out the other,” he 
said. 

Brungardt said that in spite of football's demands, 
it actually made him a better student because he 
learned how to budget his time well. 

Wade Praeuner said that trying to come home 
after football and crack the books “didn’t work out 
too well.” 

“I never had too good of studying habits anyway,” 
said Praeuner, astraight-A graduate of Battle Creek 
High School. “My best studying is late at night, after 
I've relaxed. But you can’t keep that up with early 
morning classes. There were times when I'd think 


about quitting several times a day, but you can't let 
yourself get down on it.” 


NATE MASON said he really had no problems 
with academics at UNL, but said it was important to 
get priorities straight. 

“For awhile I put football first, then I put school 
first. Now I try to keep it even,” Mason said. “When I'd 
be having problems in football, thinking about foot- 
ball kept me from doing well in some classes like I 
should have.” 

As a fifth-year walk-on, Tranmer has worked and 
taken out loans to keep him in school and on the 
team. His wife of five months, Lisa, now is footing the 
bills. Tranmer’s high school sweetheart, Lisa helped 
out even before this year by cooking their meals to 
save money. She is still paying off her own two-year 
education. 

“I’m so glad this is almost over,” Tranmer said. 
“Now I can be a normal student leading a normal 
life. The rewards made it worthwhile, but it was 
never easy.” 

Most seniors feel that their successes overshadow 
disappointments as they look back on their years at 
UNL 


Keeler said he had decided to quit last year after a 
severe knee injury. But after being away, he said he 
missed football more than he thought he would. 
Despite his injuries and the death of his father, 
Keeler stuck it out and had asuccessful senior year. 

Muehling’s brother went to Kearney State and 
earned All-American honors. But Muehling said he 
had no regrets about going to a bigger school. 


“TI CAME FOR MY EDUCATION. I planned to 
play football if I had the chance and I got the 
chance,” he said. “I've talked to people who started 
at Doane College as freshmen, but I don't know how 
exciting that would have been for me.” 

Muehling said the comaraderie among his team- 
mates, especially the close-knit group ofseniors, has 
played a big part in making his UNL career rewarding. 

“I won't miss the running, but I'll miss seeing this 
group of guys every day . . . even Sherlock,” he said, 
laughing. 

Sherlock agreed with Muehling that there was 
good rapport among his teammates, and said there 
were “no sour faces this year — except mine.” 

“They dogged me after five years,” Sherlock said. I 
can’t say I wasn’t disappointed. I can see the coach’s 
point. Mark Behning is a junior. He’s got a year left. 
And now he has six games experience. He won't 
have to walk in with nothing like I did.” 

Sherlock said he had higher expectations of him- 
self, but knew there would be competition from the 
beginning, first in the, form of All-Big Eight tackle 
Randy Theiss. 


“YOU GOTTA KNOW that when you come to 
Nebraska,” he said. “There's a lot of meat ahead of 
you when you come down here . . . at some posi- 
tions more than others.” 

Brungardt said nobody is ever satisfied. 

That’s what keeps us all going,” he said. “But I 
wouldn't have passed it up. It’s a real life situation 
on a smaller scale.” 

“You're in your own group of people, like a corpo- 
ration. You work your way up — and down. You 
have certain people to talk to, certain people make 
decisions. When you invest this much time into a 
corporation and relationships with co-workers, it’s 
tough to give it up all of a sudden. I guess I'll just be 
looking for bigger and better things,” Brungardt 
said. 

Wade Prauener said football has played a big part 
in his memories of UNL. 

“Just meeting all the guys on the team has been 

eat,” he said. 

“Football is the best times and the worst times of 
your life,” he said. “But I think the good times are all 
you'll remember later.” : 

Prauener said if he and his wife have a son, his 
first reaction will be to “buy him golf clubs or atennis 
racket.” ; 

“But I know the first thing I'll probably buy him is a 
Nebraska jersey,” he said. 
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Rozier country’s outstand 


By Jim Rasmussen 
Daily Nebraskan Sportswriter 


Prior to the 1983 football season, big things were 
expected of Nebraska I-batk Mike Rozier. After all, 
the 5-11, 210 pound senior-to-be from Camden, N.J., 
had rushed for 1,689 yards in 1982, received All- 
American recognition and finished 10th in the 
Heisman trophy balloting behind Herschel Walker 
and eight seniors. 

The 1983 Heisman race was being billed as a duel 
between Rozier and Oklahoma sophomore Marcus 
Dupree, who had dazzled the nation in his freshman 
year. 

In the first game of the 1983 season, top-ranked 
Nebraska crushed Penn State, 44-6, on national tele- 
vision. The Huskers won big, but Rozier’s totals 
weren't all that impressive at first glance. He carried 
the ball 16 times for 71 tough yards against a Nit- 
tany Lion defense that obviously was keying on him. 
If Rozier was going to win the Heisman trophy, he 
would have to gain more than 71 yards a game. 

He did. By the time the Huskers had beaten Okla- 
homa to claim their third-straight Big Eight cham- 
pionship, Rozier had rushed for 2,148 yards on 275 
carries, and had scored 29 rushing touchdowns, an 
NCAA record. He averaged 179 yards per game 
rushing, to win the national rushing title, and aver- 
aged 7.81 yards per carry, a Big Eight record. 

On Dec. 3, at the Downtown Athletic Club in New 
York City, Mike Rozier, as expected, was named the 
winner of the 1983 Heisman. Marcus Dupree was 
somewhere in Mississippi, having left Oklahoma 
after the season’s fifth game. And the Nebraska 
Cornhuskers were preparing to take on Miami inthe 
Orange Bow] on Jan. 2 for the national championship. 


ROZIER REALLY BEGAN to pile up the yardage 
after the Penn State game, but later in the season, he 
would look back at that game as one of his best of 
the year. i 

“I only ran for 71 yards,” Rozier said, “but I had to 
earn all 71 of them.” 

In the season’s second game against Wyoming (a 
56-20 Nebraska win) in Lincoln, the yards came 
easier for Rozier as he romped for 191 yards on 19 
carries, and scored four touchdowns. The four TDs 
tied a school record for touchdowns by an I-back 
—a record Rozier already shared with four others. 
Before the season was over, the hard-running Rozier 
would tie that record three more times. He also 
became Nebraska's career rushing leader, passing 
IM. Hipp. 

Minnesota was the next opponent, and Nebraska 
annihilated the Gophers, 84-13 in Minneapolis as 
Rozier rambled for 196 yards on only 15 carries. 
Rozier combined with wingback Irving Fryar, quar- 
terback Turner Gill, and the rest of the Husker 
offense to roll up an incredible 790 total yards 
offense against the Gophers. 

Nebraska still hadn’t been tested, but UCLA was 
coming to Lincoln the next Saturday and figured to 
give the Huskers their stiffest competition of the 
young season. The Bruins did just that, jumping out 
to a 10-0 lead early in the second quarter. Nebraska 
came back to lead 14-10 at the half, as Rozier rushed 
for 107 yards. 

The Huskers still were clinging to that slim lead 
midway through the third quarter when they faced 
a third-and-goal from the Bruin 2-yard line. Turner 
Gill took the snap, and pitched the ball left to Rozier, 
who carried down the line, looking for a hole. Find- 
ing none, he reversed his field, eluding Bruin free 
safety Don Rogers as he retreated back to the 18. He 
then broke a tackle as he began to angle for the end 
zone. Rogers missed again, and Rozier followed solid 
blocks by Gill, Scott Raridon and Harry Grimminger 
as he bolted in for the touchdown. The play went 
into the books as a 2-yard run, but Rozier had 
covered about 75 yards. 


IT WAS A SPECTACULAR RUN and was shown 
on highlight films across the country. But Rozier, in 
his usual, unassuming manner, didn’t attach any 
special significance to the run. 

“That wasn’t so bad,” he said. “The hard ones are 
up the middle.” : : 

Fryar and Gill, who had been mentioned as Heis- 
man trophy candidates along with Rozier, con- 
tinued to lend the Husker I-back their support for 
the award. 

“You can just call him Michael Heisman from now 
on,” Fryar told reporters. 

Michael Heisman. The nickname caught on, and 
Rozier continued to perform with Heisman talent. 

He picked up 142 yards on 19 carries and scored 


Craig Andresen/Dally Nebraskan 
Nebraska’s Heisman Trophy winner, Mike 


Rozier, heads for the goal line in the Huskers’ 
42-10 win against UCLA Sept. 24 in Memorial 
Stadium. 
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three touchdowns as the No. 1 ranked Huskers 
whipped Syracuse, 63-7. For his efforts, Rozier was 
named the Big Eight player of the week. 

Oklahoma State was next, as the Huskers entered 
the Big Eight portion of their schedule. The Cowboys 
came into the game undefeated, and showed why as 
they gave Nebraska a scare before losing, 14-10. 
Rozier banged his way for 146 yards on 25 carries, 
but fumbled the ball away as he crossed the goal line 
in the third quarter, one of five Nebraska turnovers 
on the day. ‘ 

We made a lot of mistakes and it almost cost us 
the ball game,” a relieved Rozier said later. 

The Huskers invaded Missouri the next Saturday 
and left Columbia with a 34-13 win. Rozier gained 
159 yards on 24 carries, including a 60-yard touch- 
down run, one of two he scored during the game. 

Next came Colorado. The Huskers romped, 69-19, 
as Rozier piled up 155 yards on 19 carries, earning 
him Big Eight Player of the Week honors for the 
second time in 1983. 


“ROZIER IS UNLIKE ANY other runner we've 
seen,” CU defender Kent Davis said after the game. 
“His legs never stop moving.” 

The Huskers struggled past Kansas State, 51-25 
the following week in Manhattan, Kan., as Rozier 
raced for 227 yards and three touchdowns. It was 
the first.time Rozier had reached the 200-yard mark 
all season, but it wouldn't be the last. 

Rozier rushed for 212 yards and four touchdowns 
against Iowa State in Lincoln as the Huskers pushed 
their record to 10-0. Once again, Mike Rozier was 
named Big Eight Player of the Week. 

The Heisman talk was building prior to Nebraska's 
final home game with Kansas, but Rozier shrugged it 
off. 

“It don’t mean nothin’ to me,” he said. “It’s a big 
award, and I'd be happy if I won it, but it’s just 
another trophy. I've got a lot of trophies at home. I'd 
like to win it for my mom mostly.” 

Rozier had set a lot of records during the season, 
but he said there was one he’d still like to break. 

“I'd like to break Rick Berns’ record,” he said. 
Berns owned the Nebraska single-game rushing 
record, which he set in 1978 with 255 yards against 
Missouri. 

Rozier wanted the record, and he got it as he ran 
through, over, and around the Kansas defense for 


285 yards and four touchdowns in his final Memor-, 


ial Stadium appearance. The Huskers drubbed the 
Jayhawks 67-13, and now looked ahead to a con- 
frontation with old rival Oklahoma. Rozier: was 
named conference player of the week for the fourth 
time for his performance against Kansas. 

On acold, rainy dayin Norman, Nebraska capped 
off a perfect regular season with a 28-21 win over 
the scrappy Sooners. Rozier carried 32 times for 205 
yards and one touchdown. His most memorable 
moment in the game came late in the third quarter, 
after Oklahoma had taken a21-14 lead and appeared 
to be headed for an upset. ‘ 


ON THE FIRST PLAY after the ensuing kickoff, 
Rozier bolted outside and down the right sidelines 
for 62 yards before being shoved out of bounds at 
the Sooner three. Two plays later, Gill scored from 
the 1, and Nebraska went on to win. 

Oklahoma Coach Barry Switzer had high praise 
for Rozier. 

“Rozier might be the best back the Big Eight has 
had,” Switzer said. “I don’t want to take anything 
away from Billy Sims (former Heisman trophy 
winner for Oklahoma) but Rozier has had three 
productive years in an offense that suits him.” 

When Rozier finally received his Heisman at a 
banquet in New York City on Dec. 8, he made good 
on a promise ‘to give the trophy to his mother. 
Immediately after receiving the award, Mike and his 


brother Guy presented the trophy to Beatrice Roz- 
ier, as the crowd of 1,700 stood and cheered. 

“He would have been my Heisman trophy winner, 
even if he hadn't won,” Beatrice Rozier said. 

Later, Nebraska Coach Tom Osborne reached the 
speaker’s platform. 

“Mike is a tremendous effort player with a great 
attitude. He does so many things so well. He runs 
inside with strength, power and balance. He reads 
his blocks well as he runs with speed to the outside. 
He’s a good receiver and a great blocker. 

It had been a storybook season for Rozier and his 
Nebraska teammates. Rozier received loads of indi- 
vidual honors, but he took care to give credit to his 
offensive line, which opened gaping holes, and to 
teammates Fryar and Gill. 

“If I could, I'd give the head (of the Heisman) to 
Turner, and the arms to Irving,” Rozier said. 


Rozier records 


The following is a list of records broken and 
tied by Nebraska I-back Mike Rozier during the 
1983 season. 


National Records 

Yards per carry in a season, 7.81. 

Yards per carry in a career, 7.16. 

Yards gained in four consecutive games, 926. 
Rushing touchdowns in a season, 29. 

Total touchdowns in a season, 29. 

100-yard games in a season, 11. 


Big Eight Records 

Rushing yards in a season, 2,148. 
Rushing yards in a career, 4,780. 
Points scored in a season, 174. 


School Records 

Rushing attempts in a season, 273. 
Rushing attempts in a career, 668. 
Yards in a game, 285 vs. Kansas. 
Touchdowns in a career, 51. 
Points scored in a career, 312. 


Rozier statistics 


Penn State — 16 attempts, 71 yards, 4.4 
yards per carry, 0 touchdowns. 

Wyoming — 19 attempts, 191 yards, 10.1 
yards per carry, 4 touchdowns. 

Minnesota — 15 attempts, 196 yards, 13.1 
yards per carry, 3 touchdowns. 

UCLA — 26 attempts, 159 yards, 6.1 yards 
per carry, 2 touchdowns. 

Syracuse — 19 attempts, 142 yards, 7.5 
yards per carry, 2 touchdowns. 

Oklahoma State — 25 attempts, 146 yards, 
5.8 yards per carry, 0 touchdowns. 

Missouri — 24 attempts, 159 yards, 6.6 
yards per carry, 2 touchdowns. 

Colorado — 19 attempts, 155 yards, 8.2 
yards per carry, 4 touchdowns. 

Kansas State — 23 attempts, 227 yards, 9.9 
yards per carry, 3 touchdowns. 

Iowa State — 26 attempts, 212 yards, 8.2 
yards per carry, 4 touchdowns. 

Kansas — 31 attempts, 285 yards, 9.2 yards 
per carry, 4 touchdowns. 

Oklahoma — 32 attempts, 205 yards, 6.4 
yards per carry, 1 touchdown. 

Miami — 25 attempts, 147 yards, 5.9 yards 
per carry, 0 touchdowns. ¢ 


Turner Gill 
i 


Mike Rozier 


) Irving Fryar 


“Turner Gill, Mike Rozier and Irving 
Fryar are the best players at their posi- 
tions in the country . 

— Barry Switzer, Oklahoma 
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